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SUB J : IUNTA WEATHERS STORM OVER CONTINUED DETENTION CUBAN 
CAPTAIN PERALTA 

REF: LISBON 2107 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: IN FACE FAR-LEFT AGITATION FOR RELEASE CUBAN CAPTAIN 
PERALTA, IUNTA HAS REMAINED FIRM IN ITS REFUSAL RELEASE HIM, HAS 
SHOWN ITSELF PREPARED TO USE FORCE, ALBEIT IN MODERATION, TO 
IMPLEMENT ITS DECISIONS, BUT MAY FIND IT MORE DIFFICULT DEAL 
WITH ISSUE IF VOICES MORE RESPECTABLE THAN THOSE FROM EXTREME 
LEFT ARE NOW HEARD FROM. END SUMMARY. 

1. ESTRELA SQUARE NEAR LISBON MILITARY HOSPITAL HAD RETURNED TO 
NORMAL THIS MORNING WITH ONLY HANDFUL OF REORGANIZING MOVEMENT 
OF PROLETARIAT PARTY (MRPP) MILITANTS STILL IN 
EVIDENCE, OUTNUMBERED BY STREET CLEANERS SWEEPING UP DEBRIS. 
DEMONSTRATION HAD GATHERED NEW MOMENTUM AFTERNOON MAY 26, MOST 
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CONFLICTS BEING BETWEEN MRPP AND RIVAL LEFTIST GROUPS, ESPECIALLY 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST LEAGUE (LCI). CLIMAX (WITNESSED BY EMBOFF) 
CAME AT 1800 LOCAL FOLLOWING ULTIMATUM BY LISBON POLICE CHIEF THAT 
CROWD MUST DISPERSE BY THEN OR FORCE WOULD BE USED. FOLLOWERS OF 
CERTAIN LEFTIST GROUPS OBEYED BUT MRPP DEFIED ORDER, WHEREUPON 
POLICE ADVANCED USING WATER-CANNON AND TEAR GAS. POLICE MOVE SPURRED 
CROWD INTO VIOLENT SHOUTS AND ACTIONS. NOTABLY TEARING UP COBBLE- 
STONES AND HURLING THEM AT POLICE. DEMONSTRATORS WERE TEMPORARILY 
DISPERSED BY MOUNTED POLICE (GNR) CHARGE BUT IMMEDIATELY REGROUPED 
AND CHASED RETIRING MOUNTED POLICE THROWING STONES AND 
SHOUTING "FASCISTS." ANOTHER MOUNTED POLICE SORTIE ALSO RETIRED 
UPON BEING MET WITH STONE-THROWING ATTACKS. POLICE REFRAINED 
FROM USE OF TRUNCHEONS OR OTHER ARMS. COLUMN OF ARMY ARMORED 
CARS ALLOWED PASS PEACEFULLY 

THROUGH CROWD AND THEREAFTER CROWD REVERTED TO SLOGANEERING. 

2. CROWD OF MRPP MILITANTS AND ONLOOKERS REMAINING IN AREA WAS 
SWELLED TO SOME 500 LATER IN EVENING BY AFTER-DINNER PROMENADERS 
(INCLUDING EMBOFF AND WIFE). MOOD BY THEN RELAXED, CROWD DIVIDING 
INTO SMALL DISCUSSION GROUPS WHERE, TYPICALLY, CIVILIAN WOULD ADVANCE 
ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF RELEASE PERALTA WHICH SIMPLE SOLDIER (NO 
OFFICERS SEEN) WOULD REBUT. SOME SOLDIERS FELL BACK ON 

NECESSITY FOLLOW ORDERS OF THEIR COMMANDERS WHO MUST HAVE GOOD 
REASONS EVEN IF THESE COULD NOT BE REVEALED. OTHERS ARGUED THAT 
AMNESTY AND TRIBUNAL RELEASE ORDER DID NOT APPLY TO PERALTA, SINCE 
HE PRISONER OF WAR NOT POLITICAL PERSONER; ONE PARACHUTIST SER- 
GEANT WAS OVERHEARD TO SAY PERALTA DESERVED NO MERCY HAVING HELPED 
KILL OR MAIM SERGEANT'S COMRADES; ONE CIVILIAN SAID MERCENARY 
DESERVED NO SYMPATHY. 

3. AT 2300, MRPP SPOKESMAN THROUGH LOUD-HAILER SUMMED UP. PERALTA 
WAS NOBLE FIGHTER IN CAUSE AFRICAN FREEDOM AND SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY 
RELEASED NOT EXCHANGED FOR CIA AGENT. JUNTA HAD PROVED IT 

SIMPLY CONTINUATION OF FASCISM BY HOLDING PERALTA WHILE RELEASING 
THOMAZ AND CAETANO INTO EXILE, BY PREVENTING COVERAGE OF EVENTS 
AT ESTRELA SQUARE BY REPORTING TEAMS FROM TWO LOCAL RADIO 
STATIONS, BY USING POLICE AGAINST CROWD (EVEN THOUGH HE ADMITTED 
POLICE ACTED WITH RESTRAINT). PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING 
"SO-CALLED SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNISTS", BY ACQUIESCING IN JUNTA'S 
ACTIONS PROVED THAT ITS MINISTERS WERE MERE PUPPETS OF JUNTA. 
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4. JUNTA, MEANWHILE, THROUGH OFFICE OF CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF OF 
ARMED FORCES (COSTA GOMES), ISSUED COMMUNIQUE REFERRING TO 
DEMANDS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF "EXTREME-LEFT" POLITICAL GROUPS FOR 
RELEASE PERALTA, DESPITE FACT THAT ARMY OFFICERS HAD AFFIRMED THAT 
HIS CASE NOT COVERED BY ANY POST-APRIL 25 LEGISLATION. 

COMMUNIQUE SAID THAT ATTITUDES TAKEN BY DEMONSTRATORS COULD LEAD 
TO CONFRONTATION WITH ARMED FORCES WHICH WOULD MAKE DEMONSTRATORS 
GUILTY OF CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER AND CONSTITUTED AUTHORITY. 
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COMMUNIQUE ENDED BY CALLING UPON LISBON POPULACE AND PRESS, RADIO 
AND TELEVISION TO AVOID REINFORCING ATTITUDES WHICH DO NOT SERVE 
THE HIGHER INTERESTS OF THE NATION. 

5. COMMENT: JUNTA APPEARS SO FAR TO HAVE WEATHERED ITS FIRST SERIOUS 
CRISIS. IT HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT IT WILL NOT BE 
INTIMIDATED BY MOB STREET ACTION, THAT IT IS PREPARED TO 
USE FORCE IF NECESSARY, THOUGH WITH RELUCTANCE AND RESTRAINT, AND, 
THOUGH PRESENCE OF MILITARY UNITS IN AREA WHO WERE NOT CALLED 
INTO ACTION, THAT IT HAS RESERVE STRENGTH TO CALL UPON IF 
REQUIRED TO DO SO. IN THIS INSTANCE, JUNTA IS BEING FIRM IN 
A CLEARLY UNPOPULAR CAUSE, HAS GIVEN VIRTUALLY NO JUSTIFICATION 
FOR ITS DECISION, AND IS ON SOMEWHAT SHAKY GROUND WITH 
RESPECT TO BAN ON RADIO COVERAGE OF ESTRELA EVENTS, HAVING 
PROCLAIMED END TO CENSORSHIP. JUNTA HAS BEEN FORTUNATE THAT 
ITS IMMEDIATE ANTAGONISTS OVER THIS ISSUE ARE GROUPS AT EXTREME 
LEFT, WITH WHOM EVEN ORTHODOX PCP COMMUNISTS HAVE LITTLE SYMPATHY. 
HOWEVER, SEEMS LIKELY NOW THAT MORE RESPECTABLE VOICES WILL BE 
ASKING FOR EXPLANATION WHICH COULD COMPLICATE JUNTA S HANDLING 
OF PERALTA AFFAIR. SCOTT 
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